. About the show:

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a minister, an activist, and a promi-
nent leader in the Civil Rights Movement. Born in Atlanta, GAin
1929, Dr. King did some truly amazing work to better our society in
only 39 years. Starting with the Montgomery Bus Boycott in the
1950s and continuing on through the March on Washington and
the Memphis Sanitation Strike, he truly became the voice of the
oppressed. Most remarkably, of course, was his ability to combat
the hatred and anger he encountered with peaceful demonstra-
tions and loving kindness.

. Dr. King used his skill as a powerful orator to deliver his message
of peace and equality through sermons and speeches. Perhaps

the most famous of Dr. King's addresses is the “| Have a Dream”
- speech given on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial on August 28,
1963. Ironically, Dr. King had not prepared that portion of the
speech prior to stepping up to the podium. Overcome with the
- emotion of the day, Dr. King put aside his prepared remarks and
- offered his dream of a better America.

Struggle for Freedom: The Life of Dr. King is presented as a living history program in which the audi-
ence gets a wide angle view of the life of Dr. King and his many contributions - from his early days as a
minister to his work to bring equality to all Americans. Racism, segregation and the tension between races
can all be very challenging issues to understand and hear about as a student. Struggle for Freedom: The
Life of Dr. King seeks to bring important material to life while being sensitive to the difficulty younger
audiences may have with comprehending the material. We hope this production inspires many great con-
versations and questions.




Words to Know:

Theatre is a form of storytelling that has been en-
tertaining people for thousands of years. Theatre
has its own kind of language. Here are some
terms that actors, directors, and other “theatre
people” use all the time!

Audition: Ahopeful actor will either read, sing
or dance (or sometimes all three!) in order for the
director to decide which actor she wants to castin
a particular role.

Director: The director reads the script, and tells
the actors where they should go and what they
should do. Each director has a different way of tell-
ing a story from every other director, and this means
that each play will be unique from every other play!

Set: All of the scenery on the stage is part of
what is called the “set.” It helps to paint a picture
of where the story takes place, so it is easier for
the audience to follow the play. For Struggle for
Freedom, our actors use a backdrop, which is the
colorful painted background.

Costumes: All of the clothes that are worn
onstage by the actors are costumes. The hats,
the wigs, and even the shirts and shoes are all part
of the costumes!

Props: Anything that an actor carries during the
show is a prop. Can you remember any of the
props used by the actors in this play?

Rehearsal: Once the cast of the play is set,
everyone on the show needs to practice to get
ready for the show. This can take weeks, and
that gives time for the sets and costumes to be
built, and for the actors to learn their lines.

ACtOrs: These are the people that you see on
stage. They each have a character to play, and they
spend a long time rehearsing before they perform.
They have to learn where they should walk, when
they should talk, and how their characters should
act. It's a lot of work!

and of course -

Audience: Perhaps the most important ele-
ment in the show! The audience consists of the
people who come out to watch the play. You were
our audience for Struggle for Freedom!




Classroom Activities:

Investigation Presentations!

This activity incorporates creative thinking,
knowledge of history, writing, and performance!

1. Break students into small groups. Have each
group research one of the following Americans:
Rosa Parks, Ralph Abernathy, Oliver Brown
(from the Brown vs. Board of Education Case),
Dr. Benjamin Mays, Lyndon B. Johnson, John

F. Kennedy, Coretta Scott Ki The Little
Rock Nine.
2.Turn the resear prese atlo -

sentations could form of a newscast,
iew, a play, a song - the possibilities
ve each group think about how
, and the set could help bring
tion to life. If there’s time, try to
create some of these props or costume pieces
from everyday items!

3.Time for performance! Have each group
perform their short play. Remind the other stu-
dents about being good audience members
while they watch their friends onstage!

Design a Dream!
This activity incorporates creative thinking, writing,
and visual arts!

1. Have students pull out the paper and the cray-
ons or colored pencils. At the top of the sheet of
paper, have students write “I Have a Dream.”

2. Using words, pictures, and symbols, have stu-
dents fill the page with important dreams they have
for our country. Be creative!

3. Have each student talk about why he or she made
his/her specific choices. Display the dreams in
the classroom.

Civil Rights Dictionary

Look up the following words and phrases and
create a dictionary of terms! Can you think of
other words or phrases to add?

Boycott, Civil Rights Bill, Civil Rights Move-
ment, Demonstration, Integration, Lunch
Counter, March on Washington, Montgomery
Improvement Association, Segregation, Sit-In,
Southern Christian Leadership Conference

Seeing the Play:

Attending the theatre is very different than going to
the movies or watching television. For one thing,
the actors are real people who can hear and see
everything that's happening in the audience. It's
important to know a few rules before seeing a play:

Y Please be quiet and respectful during the per-
formance so that those around you can hear
what’s happening.

% If something’s funny, it's okay to laugh!

¥ If you like the play, be sure to clap at the end.

What else can you add to the list?




Write your own review!

Your assignment is to write a review of Struggle for Freedom. If you were writing a review for a newspa-
per, here are some items that you would need to include:

Y Your reader may not have seen the performance. Start by placing your reader in the middle of the
action by describing some of the high points.

* Was there a scene or character that you especially liked? Write about what made that character or
scene special to you.

Yk Most reviews comment on the acting, the direction, the sets, the script, and the costumes. Choose
at least three from the list to include in your review

Create a headline for your review:

Byline (your name):

It would be a great honor if your class sent us pictures, drawings and writings about our play!
We cannot thank you enough for them - and neither can our performers!
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